
ArTkR § DAYS RETURN TO
•••  

•!1 • 	• 

E. SOUTH TEMPLE STREET 

SALT LAKE -CITY UTAH 

Mrs. D. 4. stoweil 

168 E. 2nd South St. 

Rexburg 

Idaho. 

JACOB SPORI'S TvMISSION TO TURKEY. 

In 1884, Elder John Henry Smith, who was presiding over the European 

Mission, received a letter from a Mr. H.T.Vartooguian, of Constantinople, 

asking him to send some one to that 0ity to introduce the Gospel into 

urkey. Accordingly, in December, 1884, 2rosIdent John Henry Smith 

appointed Elders Jacob Spori and George C. :.'eagle for this mission. Elder 

Naegle had been laboring as a missionary in the Swiss and German Mission 

for some months, while Elder Spori had bat recently arrived in :',ngland 
from Utah. 

In obedience to this call Elders Lpori end Naegle started for 'Currey 

and traveled. together as far as Genoa, Italy, but filding they hap not 

sufficient means to take both to Constantinople, Mder Jr.tegle returned 

to his former field of labor and Bro. Spori proceeded to Turkey alone, 

arriving in Constantinople in the morning of :506. 30, 1884. 

(:Jillennial Star Vol. 47, pa.ges 43,47; 

Elder Spori found the home of Mr. Vartoeguien after some hunting and 

was kindly received, his host offering coffee and einreetes and seeming 

very much astonished that Elder Spori asked to be excused for not 

accepting them. Mr. Vartooguian was an ArmenDin who sooke the Turkish 

and Armenian languages fluently, pretty good F,nglish and some French. He 

seemed to be well posted in history and the different religious denomina-

tions of the world. Mr. Vartooguian found a suitable room for Elder 

2pori to live, into which he moved on New Year's day, 1885. It was located 

in l'era, in Stamboul (Constantinople) in Lhe ,oepter of ho orme-Jen 

qw-Arters. The price was t-vo francs Baer day; aocu also w.is 	Ste expensive. 

Eider Spori writes: "I hflA a straight 	V'nrteoguian, tellinz 

him that during the summer I ms a wood-chopper, and at the tile of speakiliq 

a humble man sent to preach the Gospel. t  c',00n , ftorwsrds lir. Varteemainn 
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and his wife and six children moved into e oomewhat larger house, and Elder 

• Spori boarded with them. Soon afterwards Mr. 7. and his family were baptized 

Elder Spori wrote from Constantinople under dote of March 14, 1885: 

"The 'Stemboul :gazette' published a letter of mine, and David Whitmerts 

lest testimon7. ,he reverends of the ;,merican Bible ociety published a 

most slanderous article in their paper, to which, foe the present, I have 

only answered with a polite letter, asking for an interview to clear up 

some of the mistakeS. I have had several occasions to explain the Gospel 

and some talk about baptism after a while." 

After this Elder Spori was introduced to severe' people, many of them 

doctors, priests, etc., many appearing.much interested. Among these was 

e Dr. Mavian,who invited his relatives and friends, acting as translator 

for Elder Spori. 

On the 8th of April, after having labored much during the past month 

with the German speaking people in Oonstentinople, Elder ..>pori want to 

visit an Armenian family and found the grandmother, aged over seventy 

years, very sick. He was asked to pray for her, which he did and returning 

a few days later, found the old lady much better. 

On the 9th of April Bro. Vartooguian left Constantinople for Ale:eandria, 

':crypt, to accepts position as interpreter. fhis brother later epostetized. 

On April 13th, Elder Spori visited the old lady mentioned alove, and 

found that her recovery had caused "e veritable Turkish astonishment". 

doctor called to see her, in order to convince himself of her recovery, 

8nd to him she bore testimony of her healing by the power of God. 

On the 16th of April, Elder Sport, who wes giving German lessons to 

assist his expenses, was visited by a wealthy young Armenian, who had 

been educated in England, and who wes astonished that Elder Loori had 

learned to read the Turkish lenguage in three months. 

Under date of Aug. 29, 1885, 711derSpori wrote that he was te'eing 



lessons in Turkish which he was able to reed end understand with consideral4 

ease. He had loaned several copies of the Book of Uormon in English and 

in the German languages. He gave lessons in iinglish, Gorman and French, 

in many cases, making no charge for the lessons as they gave him an 

opportunity for conversing upon the principles of the ;lospel. 

(Mill.Star Vol. 47: p.605) 

Elder Sport wrote under date of Nov. 4, 1885, that there was a. great 

mixing of different languages with the Turks. Some spoke half Turkish and 

half Armenian or Greek, and often two persona were heard talking to7ether, 

one using Turkish and the other Armenian or another tongue." Elder Spori 

adds: "Some Greeks are thinking end reeding, and in the lat few weeks 

some very intelligent Germans got interested in the wort of God and are 

not only studying for themselves, bat distributing tracts and declaring 

aloud: 'This Gospel mekes an end of those churches that keep man in bondage 

ienorance and continual hatred'. A German who left for the Euphrates 

Valley wanted to teee pamphlets with him as he has come friends there.***  

Some time ego a young man from Roumania aske0 for pamphlets." Elder 

Spori, in the same letter,spoke of e Russian family, very educated people 

who, having been expelled from Russia, were giving French, Russian, German 

end music lessons in Constantinople. The husband said: "If my wife wants 

to be baptized, she has my consent", but she was in hopes that her husband 

would join her in the ordinance. 

Some smert fellows, finding that the "Mormon" Elder could draw a crowd, 

commenced to preach, representing themselves as "Mormons" but this Russidn 

gentleman, being present, said to the people: "These cennot be Mormons; 

there is only one here and he asks no alms.", which led to many calling 

on Elder Spori. (Mill.Star 47: 764) 

On Sunday, Dec. 6, 1885, elder Joseph 	Tanner, Who had been called to 

labor with 1lder Spori, arrived in Constantinople. Elder. Tanner wrote: 
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"I find here that Bro. Spori has been very energetic in his labors, 

both. in acquiring the Turkish language and promalaeting the principles of 

the Gospel. The prospects so far as Lean judge, are very good. He has 

settled in the German part of the city and. has made many warm friends 

among the Germans, who are investigating earnestly the principles of the 

Gospel." (Mill.Saar 48: 29) 

Under date of Jan. 8, 1886, Flder Joseph I.L. Tanner wrote as follows: 

"First of all we'(Bro. Spori and himself) have secured a room where 

we can hold small meetings and receive calls from many who come to incfuire 

about the ''Mormons', either for curiosity's sake, or for information, and 

it is rare that a day passes when we do not have from one to half a dozen 

callers. At present we are located in the German Part of Pere and the 

most of our labors are conducted in German; then we frequently have 

missionary work in English and many opportunities are offered Bro. Senri 

for bearing his testimony in French. Missionary.  labor has not been extended 

as much in the Turkish language as we hope to have it in the not distant 

future. 

Writing under date of Feb. 3, 1886, Elder Jacob Spori spoke of a large 

meeting which they had recently held in the hall of the German .orking 

Men's Union. They had 200 invitations printed besides advertising in the 

newspapers. They had a large attendance at the meeting. (Mill.Star 48:108) 

• On Monday, March 8, 1886, Elder Francis M. Lyman jun. arrived-in 

Constantinople to assist Elder Snort. (Mill.Saar 48: 252) 

On July 29, 1886, T:Ilder Jacob Spori loft Constantinople for Haifa, 

Palestine, at the suggestion of President Daniel H. Wells, in a letter 
Elder Spori 

recently received, and during the month of August following km,  arrived 

in Palestine as a Latter-day Saint missionary to that land. On Sunday, Aug 

29th, he baptized and confirmed Johan George Grau, a German. from 'aurttemburtr  

at qaifa, and :hires weeks later baptized Bro. Grau's wife, 1:.agdalena 

at the same place. (Haifa Record) (Jenson's Field Notes) (Yill.Star 48:555) 
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TheSe were the first persons baptized by divine authority in Palestine. 

7riting from Jaffa, Palestine, under data 	Dec. 13, 1886, Elder • 

Spori said: "The Gospel is gaining favor and some believers in different 

parts of this land." (Mill.Star 49: 14) 

On Monday, Jan. 3, 1887, Elder Jacob Spori baptized and confirmed 

Maria Siebel at Haifa. She was born in Wurttemburg, Germany. (Haifa Record) 

On Monday, Jan. 31, 1887, Elder Jacob Spori arrived in Constantinople 

from Palestine, where he had been laboring for some time and with 

considerable success among the Germun colonies; he had baptized three 

persons in Palestine. 

On Wednesday, Larch 23, 1887, Elder Jacob Spori loft Constantinople 

for !Zion, expecting to spend some time in Switzerland on route. 

Elder Jacob Spori was the pioneer of missionary work in Turkey and 

especially Syria, his work being largely among the German speaking people 

of the country. The number of persons baptized by Elder Spori is not on 

record but he*made a number of friends who were helpful to Elders who 

followed him,and who later raised up branches among the Armenian people 

in Syria. 
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