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JACOB SPORI'S HI? ION TO fURE BY.

In 1884, Elder John Henry Smith, who was presiding over the Huronean
liission, received a letter from a kir., H.T.Vartooguian, of Constantinople,
asking him to send some one to that gity to introduce the Gogpel into
Turkey. Accordingly, in December, 1884, President John Henry Smith
appointed Elders Jacob Spori anda Gecrge C. lJaegle for this mission. “lder
Naegle had been laboring as & missionary in the Swiss snd Serman llission
for some months, while Elder Spori h=d bat recently arrived in lngland
from Utah.

In obedience to this call Hlders Spori and Haegle started for Turizey
and traveled together as far as Genon, Italy, but finaing they had not
sufficient means to take both to Constantinonle, Blder lmegle returned
to his former field of labor and Bro. Spori proceeded to Turkey slone,
arriving in Constantinople in the morning of Tec. 30, 1884.
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Elder Spori found the home of lr. Vartocpuian after some huntine and
was kindly received, his host offering coffee and cipcarettes snd se reming
very much astonished thst BElder Spori asked to be excused for not
accepting them. Mr. Vartooguisn was an Armenisn who snoke the Turxigh
and Armenian languages fluently, pretty good “nglish snd some Trench. He
seemed to be well posted in history und the differont relizions denomina-
tions of the world. Ilr. Vurtocguian founu a sultsbile room for Elder
vpori to live, into which he mcved on New Yesr's Gay, 1885, 1t was loeated
in Reru,—in Stamboul (Constantinople) in the «enter of sho armenian
quurters, The price w2s two francs per day:; focd also wag mite exnensive.
%lder 3pori writes: "I hai = straight tulx with Lr. Vartocguian, telling
him that during the summer T wus s wood- chopper, and at the tine of spesking
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& humble man sent to preach the Goswvel. Soon #fterwsrds lir. Vartoosuian
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and his wife and six children moved into = somewhet larger house, and Elder
Spori boarded with them. Soon siterwards lir. 7. and his family were baptized

$lder Spori wrote from Constantinople under dute of 'larch 14, 1885:

"The 'Sﬁamboul cazette! publisheq a'letter of mine, and David Whitmer's
last testimony. "he reverands of the ~fmerican Bible Lociety published =
most slanderous article in their paper, to which, for the present, I have
only answered with a polite letter, asking for an interview to clear ap
some of the mistakes. I have had geveral occasions to explain the Gospel
and some talk about baptism after a while."

Aiter_this Blder Spori was introduced to severzl people, many of them
doctors, priests, etc., many appearing much interestcd. Among these was
8 Dr. lavian,who invited his relstives and friendes, acting as translatqr
for Elder Spori.

On the 8th of April, after hsving labored much during the psst month
with the German speaking people in Constantinople, BElder Hpori went to
visit an Armenian family and found the grandmother, aged over seventy
years, very sick. He was asked to pregy for her, which he d4id snd returning
a few days later, found the old ludy much berter.

On the 9th of April Bro. Vartooguian left Constantinople for Alerandria,
tgypt, to accep® = position as interpreter. Inis brother later snostutized.

On April 13th, Ebder Spori vieited the old lady mentioned o' ove, and
found that her recovery had caused "e& veritable Turkish astonishment".

doctor called to see her, in order to convince himeelf of her recovery,
and to him she bore testimony of her healing by the power of God.

On the 16th of Aoril, Elder Spori, who wig giving German lessons to
asgist his expenses, was visited by a wealthy young srmenioen, who had
been educated in England, and who w=s astonished that Wlder “nori had
learned to read the Turzish lunguage in three months.

Under dste of Aung. 29, 1885, 7lder £ pori wrote that he was taking



legpons in -Turkish which he was able to resd snd understand with oonsiderub*b
ease. He had loaned several copies of the Boox of ll0rmen in Bnglish and
in the German languages. He gave lessons in Lnglish, Gorman and Freneh,
in many cases, making no charge for the lessons asg they gave him an
opportunify for conversing upon the principles of the Gospel.

(Mill.Star Vol. 47: p.6US)

Elder Spori wrote under date of Nov. 4, 18685, that there was & gresat
mixing of different languages with the Turks. Some spoke half Turkish and
half érmenian or Greek, and often two persons were heard talkzing torether,
one using Turkish snd the other Armenimn/or unother tongue." Eléer Spori
adds: "Some Greeks sre thinking snd reading, and in the lavt few weeks
some very intelligent Germans got interested in the work of God and are
not only studying for themselves, but distrihuting trscts and declaring
aloud: 'This Gospel mukes an end of those chnrches that keep man in bohdage
ignorance snd continual hatred'. A German who left for the Buphrstes
Valley wanted to take pamphlets with him as he has come friends there.**”
Some time z2go & young man from Roumania asked for pamphlets.” ZElder
Spori, in the same letter,spoke of a Russian family, very educated people
who, having been expelled from Russis, were giving French, Russian, German
end music lessons in Constantinople. The husband ssid: "If my wife wants
to be baptized, she has my consent”, but she was in hopes thet her husband
woudd join her in the ordinance.

Some smart fellows, finding that the "liormon™ Elder could draw & crowd,
commenced to preach, representing themselves ag "llormone™ but this Russtdn
gentleman, being present, said to the people: "These cunnot be iiormons;
there is only one here and he aské no alms.", which led to many calling
on Blder Spori. (Mill.Star 47: 764)

On Sunday, Dec. 6, 1885, Tlder Josenh I, Taaner, Who had been celled to

labor with Blder Spori, arrived in Constantinople, Rlder Tanner wrote:
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"I fi@dhhere that Bro. Spori has been very energetic in his labors,

both in scquiring the Turkish language and promulgating the principles of
the Gospel. The prospects so far as 1 can judigze, are very good. He heas
settled in theIGerman part of the city and hes made many warm friends

among the Gefmuns, who are investigating sarnestly the principles of the
Gospel." (Mill.Star 48: 29)

Under date of Jan. 8, 1886, Elder Joseph li, Tanner wrote as follows:

"First of all we (Bro. Spori and himself) have secured & room where
we can hold small meetings and receive calls from many who come to ingquire
about the "Mormons', either for curiosity's salze, or for information, =and
it is rare that a dsy passes when we do not have from one to half s dozen
callers. At present we are located in the German nart of Pera and the
most of our labors are conducted in German; then we frequently have
missionary work in &nglish and meany opportunities are offsred Bro. Spori
for bearing his testimony in French. liissionary labor has not been extended
as much in the Turkish language as we hope to have it in the not distant
future.

Writing under date of Feb. 3, 1886, Elder Jucob Spori spoke of a large
meeting which they had recently held in the hall of the German '“orking
ifen's Union. They had 200 invitations priénted besides advertising in the
newspapefs. They had a large attendance at the meeting. (Will.Star 48:108)

On londay, March 8, 1886, Zlder Francis M, Lyman jun. srrived in

Constantinople to assist Elder Spori. (Mill.Star 48: 252)

Palestine, at the suggestion of President Daniel H. VWells, in a letter
Klder Soori
recently received, and during the month of Augwvst following ke arrived
in Palestine as a Latter-day Saint missionary to that land. On Sunday, Aug
29th, he baptized and confirmed Johan George Grau, @ German from %urttembur%/

&t Hgifa, ‘and three weeks later baptized Bro. Grau's wife, liagdalena Grag

at the same piace. (Haif¥a Record) (Jenson's Wielda Notes) (17il1l.Star 48:555)



B
Theée‘were the first persons bhaptized by divine authority in Palestine.

Writing from Jaffa, Palestine, under date of Dec. 13, 1886, Elder
Spori said: "The Gospel is gaining favor and some believers in different
parts of this land." (Lill.Star 49: 14)

On Mondéy, Jan., 3, 1887, Elder Jsacob Spori baptized and confirmed
Maria Siebel at Haifa. She was born in Warttemburg, Germany. (Hsifa Record!

On Mondsy, Jan. 31, 1887, Tlder Jacob Spori srrived in Constantinople
from Palestine, where he had been laboring for some time and with
considerable success among the Germun colonies; he had baptized three
persons in Palestine,

On Wednesday, llarch 2%, 1887, Elder Jacob Spori left Constantinople
for Zion, expecting to spend some time in Switzerland en route.

Elder Jacob Spori was the pioneer of missionary work in Turkey #nd
especislly Syria, his work being largely zmong the Germen Speaking oceople
of the country. The number of persons baptized by ilder Soori is not on
record but he-msde & number of friends who were helpful to Elders who
followed him_.and who later raised up branches among the Armeniszn peonle

in Syria.
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